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Cleanup
niCely

Tough exeCuTives…

Donnie Wilson, CEO

From The FaCTory To The FronT lines,  
elasTeC/ameriCan marine exeCs  
lead From The TrenChes



When you’re on an oil spill in the middle of  
nowhere, you can’t run to the hardware store  
for a part. The execs at Elastec/American Marine 
understand that because they’ve been on the  
front lines of hundreds of oil spills.

That’s why they personally make sure their equipment works. They 
design, test and operate the equipment they manufacture. These execs 
are tough on product quality.

Tough in the Trenches

And they lead from the trenches. They fought oil with fire when they 
were on the front lines managing the controlled burns for BP America 
during the Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Several  
E/AM men, including CEO Donnie Wilson and President Jeff Cantrell,  
spent 18-hour-plus days for months corralling and igniting the majority  
of over 400 controlled burns. Their toughness was buoyed by the 
adrenaline rush of accomplishing the herculean task of ridding the  
sea of crude. 

E/AM products are tough, too. The majority of the successful Gulf 
burns were conducted with E/AM’s Hydro-Fire® Boom and American 
Fireboom systems. Wilson and Cantrell saw first-hand the advantages 
and weaknesses with proprietary and competitive booms. The Hydro-
Fire® Boom exhibited unquestionable proof of performance in the 

Gulf. E/AM’s American Fireboom was the second highest rated system, 
but these hands-on executives saw room for improvement and are 
now manufacturing a second generation: American Fireboom MARK 
II. According to the BP America Fire Boom Performance Evaluation 
report, E/AM’s systems cleaned up the most oil in the controlled burn 
operations.

E/AM also cleaned up nicely when it won the $1 million first place 
prize in the Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE in 2011. 
The competition was the impetus for 350 global entries to invent a 
mechanized way to clean up high volumes of oil as in the Gulf spill.  
E/AM’s patented grooved disc skimmer achieved an Oil Recovery Rate 
(ORR) of 4,670 gallons per minute and an Oil Recovery Efficiency 
(ORE) of 89.5%, an industry record in a controlled environment.   
It was another moment of proof in the genuine performance of E/AM’s 
oil spill equipment.

You won’t find E/AM executives calling the shots from ‘ivory towers’.  
They confront real problems with real solutions, working side-by-side 
with their clients and their employees to find new technologies to  
keep our world clean. With a lifetime of oil spill cleanup experience, 
these hardworking execs have their boots on the ground. And the 
performance of their equipment proves it!
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From fighting crude oil in the Gulf to winning the Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE 
in New Jersey, E/AM executives cleanup nicely. CEO Donnie Wilson, President Jeff Cantrell 
and VP Stewart Ellis are proof that hard work results in dependable product performance.

Stewart Ellis, VP of Sales & Marketing

Jeff Cantrell, President



X150
Skimmer

By Stewart Ellis
E/AM VP of Sales & Marketing

Patent Pending

Elastec/American Marine is busting the speed  
barrier with a revolutionary new skimmer 
system incorporating its award-winning,  
patented grooved disc technology. The X150 
is the first model to be developed based on the 
design of the skimmer that won the Wendy  
Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE.

E/AM captured the $1 million first prize in the  
Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE  
competition in 2011 with an astounding Oil 
Recovery Rate (ORR) of 4,670 gallons per 
minute/1,061 cubic meters per hour and an 
Oil Recovery Efficiency (ORE) at 89.5%.

One of the features of this speed-breaking  
system is that it can be towed through the 
water at a pace of three to four times that of  
conventional booms and skimmers – and still 
retain collected oil. This means boats can 
cover more surface and collect more oil.

Oil spill recovery has been hampered for years  

by limitations with oil containment booms. One of 

these limitations is the ability to retain oil in a current. 

 When booms are towed between two boats, oil is 

only retained at speeds up to 0.75 knots. 

Responders facing this dilemma have had very  

few alternatives—until now.

The E/AM X150 skimmer system guzzles the  
oil from the water’s surface as fast as it can be  
collected – with very little water. This forward- 
advancing skimmer can also skim oil when 
stationary. The patented grooved discs make 
this possible.

Following the Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup 
X CHALLENGE win, the E/AM engineering 
team and its marine architect partner, Glosten 
Associates, wasted no time in developing a 
new line of high-volume skimmers. The first 
of these, the X150, was unveiled in March at 
Interspill 2012 in London, UK.

This revolutionary new technology has achieved  
further accolades and awards since the Wendy 
Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE win 
and has been cited in publications and news 
media worldwide.
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Busting the Speed Barrier
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Elastec/American Marine  
Patented Grooved Disc Skimmer  
among Best Energy Innovations 

Elastec/American Marine’s patented grooved disc oil skimmer  
that won the first place prize in the Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup  
X CHALLENGE ranked #2 on National Geographic’s Most  
Hopeful Energy Developments of 2011. The Washington Post 
ranked the revolutionary skimmer #13 among the Best Moments  
in Innovations in 2011.

Additionally, the skimmer story received  
international media mentions:

Fast Company

National Geographic

Forbes

Oil & Gas Journal

National Public Radio

Huffington Post

MSNBC/Morning Joe

Discovery Channel Canada

Pipeline & Gas Journal

CNN/American Morning with Ali Velshi

Fox Business News/After the Bell with Liz Claman

Sea Technology/Soapbox

Maritime Reporter

Marine Technology

Professional Mariner

Crains Chicago Business

New Zealand Radio/Jim Mora Afternoons

Inc Magazine

Bren Environmental School at  
University of California, Santa Barbara

Popular Science Online/ Popsci.com



E/AM CEO Donnie Wilson and Sales Manager Shon Mosier conducted a Hydro-Fire® Boom Mark II training session with Alaskan Clean Seas and  
Oil Spill Response (OSR), the largest and most famous response organization in the world. Wilson conducted a second training session with OSR in 
Singapore in early March of this year. OSR has purchased two E/AM Offshore Systems: NeatSweep® Dispersant System and Hydro-Fire® Boom.
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First Choice for Controlled Burn Operations

Hydro-Fire® Boom



American Fireboom was tested in icy conditions by 
Norway’s SINTEF, the largest independent research 
organization in Scandinavia.

Photo provided by SINTEF

Not only did the water-cooled Hydro-Fire® 
Boom system prove to be the most effective  
method for burning oil in the Gulf of Mexico 
spill (according to a report by BP America), 
our E/AM Gulf Team had first-hand experience  
in the deployment of boom and the operation 
of the burns. 

By the time the Deepwater Horizon well was 
capped, the E/AM Team supervised over 400 
controlled burns resulting in the removal of 
over 300,000 barrels of oil. On the 18th of 
June alone, an estimated 50,000 to 70,000 
barrels of oil were removed from the Gulf with  
only E/AM’s systems performing. Hydro-Fire® 
Boom’s sister system, American Fireboom, 
was the second highest performance boom. 

The Gulf experience was Elastec/American 
Marine’s ‘moment of proof’ because their fire 
booms outperformed the rest when ‘feet meet 
the fire’.

During the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico every available fire boom 
was called into action from around the 
world. Elastec/American Marine’s American 
Fireboom had been waiting for just such an 
opportunity. This veteran fire boom was the 
first generation to be developed by American 
Marine in Cocoa, Florida and was never  
‘used in anger’, according to Jeff Pearce, E/AM  
Assistant Manager. It did, however, see some 
action during the Exxon Valdez spill in Prince 
William Sound, Alaska in 1989, after which, 
it took a long vacation…until reinforcements 
were needed in the Gulf.

After witnessing American Fireboom’s  
steadfast performance in the controlled  
burning operations in the Gulf, this ‘veteran  
of the sea’ demonstrated that it was truly  

Since the Gulf of Mexico spill in 2010, Elastec/American Marine’s Hydro-Fire® Boom  
is the “go-to” boom for controlled burns in open water applications.

Veteran AMERICAN FIREBOOM Light-Weight & Tough

Hydro-Fire® Boom has also undergone rigorous  
burn trials conducted by OHMSETT, SUPSALV  
and the United States Coast Guard.

As a result, several E/AM fire boom systems  
have been purchased by major oil spill response  
organizations such as Oil Spill Response (OSR),  
Alaska Clean Seas and National Response 

an effective and durable design. American 
Fireboom performed some of the longest 
burns, second only to E/AM’s Hydro-Fire® 
Boom. It was apparent to E/AM engineers that 
with some minor improvements, American 
Fireboom could offer a less expensive and less 
complicated alternative to comparable booms 
on the market.

A new generation of fire boom, American  
Fireboom MARK II, was born and is now being  
produced at E/AM’s Fairfield, Illinois facility. 
Several major oil spill removal organizations 
have purchased the enhanced fire boom, meeting  
their need for a light-weight, easy-to deploy, 
lower cost alternative in the solid-state boom 
category. Along with upgraded components, 
the improved system takes up less room than 
competing booms.

Corporation (NRC). When the systems are 
delivered, CEO Donnie Wilson and Sales 
Manager Shon Mosier train responders on 
deployment, retrieval and maintenance of the 
fire boom. With their ‘boots-on-the-ground’ 
Gulf experience, their knowledge of the 
system as well as tactics on how to conduct 
controlled burns are very educational.
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Invasion
  of the

Jellyfish
PermaFence/NetBoom Jams Jellies,  
Preserves Power 



Several power plants around the world have nearly shut down due to  

massive invasions of jellyfish clogging the plants’ seawater intake filters. 

For your PermaFence/ 
NetBoom solution, contact:
Duane Bennish,  
E/AM Division Manager 
dbennish@elastec.com 
618.382.2525

The creatures form a gelatinous wall, blocking  
the cooling system. Entire cities could be  
without electricity unless something is done.

Fact or fiction? A jellyfish invasion? It’s a fact. 
Fortunately, Elastec/American Marine has a 
solution.

E/AM’s PermaFence/NetBoom is an effective, 
easy-to-deploy solution to block jellyfish  
from jamming the water intake filters of 
power plants. The PermaFence/NetBoom can 
also keep debris and invasive aquatic plants 
at bay. This heavy-duty system is designed for 
permanent installations and requires minimal 
maintenance. Constructed with specially-
molded, foam-filled floats surrounded by 
ultraviolet- and abrasion-resistant high density 
polyethylene, this durable and secure system 
performs exceptionally well in conditions of 
high salinity and extreme heat.

And when the jellyfish jam the PermaFence/
NetBoom? Simply pull from the water, pressure  
wash and re-deploy.

PermaFence/NetBoom can also be used  
for controlling trash at outfalls, debris at  
construction sites, marine scientific studies, 
waste control of storm water canals, and  
as swim curtains.

The typical opening size of the netting is  
1” x 1”. Nets can be custom-made for  
specific situations altering the size, depth and 
strength, ranging from light to deeply robust 
situations—even from jellyfish invasions!

E L A S T E C /A m e r i c a n  M a r i n e
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The Dominican Republic San Souci Port Authority uses PermaFence/NetBoom to control aquatic plants, trash, and solid waste from 
entering the port area. San Souci is working toward becoming a cruise ship destination and wants to offer a pristine port for visitors.

E/AM dealer, GBA Products, United Arab Emirates, has four installations of PermaFence/NetBoom in the Middle East. In Saudi Arabia, 
intake invasions of 100 tons of jellyfish per hour have been reported causing thousands of dollars in damages.

PermaFence/NetBoom Configuration
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E/AM Sales Manager Shon Mosier recently demonstrated the Steam Heating System with the Elastec TDS 118 skimmer in Arctic conditions for the  
U.S. Coast Guard and the Marine Pollution Control organization. The system was operated by a Kubota RTV equipped with E/AM custom hydraulics. 
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Mosier Demonstrates  
Arctic Steam Heating  
Skimmer System

Oil & Ice



What if the Gulf of Mexico spill happened at 
the top of the world? Arctic conditions such 
as below freezing temperatures, sea ice, icy 
fog, darkness, and high winds could be an oil 
spill response nightmare. 

Sensitive Arctic environments pose unique 
challenges, and Elastec/American Marine has 
response-ready technologies and equipment 
ready to roll.

E/AM Sales Manager Shon Mosier and Media 
Manager Brian Cook recently participated in  
Arctic oil spill recovery exercises with the 
United States Coast Guard and Marine  
Pollution Control, Detroit, Michigan, in the 
icy straits of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  

A second exercise was conducted with Alaska 
Clean Seas at CRREL, the U.S. Army’s Cold 
Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory  
in New Hampshire.

In Michigan, E/AM’s Magnum 100 Grooved 
Drum Skimmer was outfitted with steam coils,  
connected to the portable Steam Heating 
System, and deployed from the Reliance, a 
Canadian tug, to demonstrate the operational 
features of the equipment. 

At CRREL, the Elastec TDS 118 Grooved 
Drum Skimmer and Steam Heating System 
were with actual oil in a controlled  
environment. Steam was pumped in the coils 
and around the skimmer, heating the oil and 

water and preventing ice build-up in the  
skimmer and in the discharge hose. In this 
environment, the water temperature increased 
from 25 degrees to 35 degrees Fahrenheit  
(-4 to +1 Celcius), keeping the oil flowing 
freely by melting the ice.

The Steam Heating System, water tank,  
pump and hoses are housed in a portable, 
rugged trailer which also provides additional 
equipment storage. The steam generation system  
is dual-purpose in that it can also be used for 
decontaminating the skimmer equipment.

For more information on E/AM’s Steam  
Heating System, contact Mosier at  
smosier@elastec.com or 618.382.2525.

E/AM Sales Manager Shon Mosier  
demonstrates E/AM’s Safe Start Igniter  
at the CRREL facility. With ice acting as  
a fire boom, the contained oil was quickly  
lit with the igniter. The oil burned at a  
rate of one inch every ten minutes.

E L A S T E C /A m e r i c a n  M a r i n e
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Jeff Pearce, E/AM board member, loads  
USCG boom at American Marine in 1991.

20 Years Ago… 

I think it was 1991 when my dad, Jim Pearce  
(the founder of American Marine in Cocoa, 
Florida), bid and won a United States Coast 
Guard tender for 95,000 feet of a very custom  
oil boom packaged in 190 custom aluminum 
containers holding 500 feet each. Dad had 
a hand in the design of the bright orange oil 
boom and container. I was retiring from the 
United States Air Force about that time and 
he asked me to come to work for him and 
manage this multi-year contract. We made 
the boom in a newly acquired building down 
the street from the main factory in Cocoa 
and outfitted containers that we purchased 
from a subcontractor. We shipped out five 
fully loaded containers every two weeks for 
almost two years. These containers went to 
the USCG “Strike Force” staging from five 
locations in the U.S. and Puerto Rico.

Fast forward to 2011

During the Gulf spill in 2010 most of this 
boom was used and some was damaged. The 
USCG put out a Request for Quote (RFQ) 

The Long Orange Line
USCG Replaces “Like-for-Like” Boom 20 Years Later

By Jeff Pearce

to replace 43,000 feet of this boom. Because 

this was a very custom design, and I was 

familiar with what it took to manufacture 

it, I felt we were in the best position to win 

the bid. We did win the contract and Elastec/

American Marine’s factory in Fairfield, 

Illinois was given the task of building all 

43,000 feet. This time the custom containers 

were not required which simplified the  

project. Greg Cassell, E/AM Vice President 

of Operations/Fairfield, was at American  

Marine when we were producing the original  

order and knew the boom very well. Greg 

developed a production line that turned out 

to be very efficient. This time the project 

was completed in six months instead of two 

years, ahead of schedule.

Eight hundred and fifty-five 50 feet sections 

of heavy duty orange urethane fence boom 

were delivered to multiple USCG bases by 

the end of 2011. Similar to E/AM’s Maxi 

Max fence boom, the oil containment boom 

is ideal for rapid deployment in ports and 

harbors to surround vessels and to protect 

resources.

E/AM fence booms feature closed, fully 
welded (not sewn) PVC cell foam buoyancy 
panels, vertical stiffeners, galvanized chain 
ballast, stainless steel top tension cable, and 
a choice of fabrics. Fence boom is typically 
used for static or low current applications. 
The boom is supplied with ASTM compliant 
interchangeable end connectors for rapid 
coupling of sections. End connectors are  
fitted with sacrificial zinc anodes. Custom 
sizes and special features are available.
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Wilson Meets with Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar

After winning the Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE, E/AM CEO Donnie 
Wilson was invited to meet with Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar in Washington, D.C.  
to discuss new technologies for oil spill recovery. Cristin Dorgelo, formerly with the  
X PRIZE Foundation and now with the Obama Administration’s Office of Science &  
Technology Policy, and Peter Velez, with Royal Dutch/Shell, also attended the meeting  
to discuss United States response policies.

Cristin Dorgelo, Donnie Wilson, and Peter Velez met with  
Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar in Washington, D.C.

Jan Hoven knows his way around the world.

And he knows his way around oil spills. That’s good news for the 
customers of Elastec/American Marine.

Hoven, who started last fall as Business Development Manager for  
the leading manufacturer of oil spill equipment in the U.S., has 
worked in nearly 80 nations across the globe in a lifetime of varied 
experiences that began as a qualified pipefitter in his native Denmark.  
He served in the Royal Danish Army Special Forces for six years, 
earned a degree in marketing from The Danish Commercial  
School and has, over the last 30 years, enjoyed careers in sales,  
business management, private banking and the import business.

But oil spill recovery is the area where he has the most extensive 
experience, starting in 1982 with the sale of skimmer equipment in 
Europe, Africa, India, South America and the Middle East. Hoven 
has expertise in the installation, deployment, retrieval, demobilization,  
cleaning, service, repair and maintenance of oil pollution control 
equipment. And he has extensive knowledge of piping, valves, 
pumps, hydraulics, diesel and gasoline engines, as well as vacuum 
systems and high-pressure cleaners.

In short, he knows his way around virtually all the scenarios that 
call for the equipment built by E/AM.

Hoven (who is fluent in his native Danish, as well as English and 
German, with knowledge of Norwegian and Swedish) had his  
own contracting business in Florida when the massive Deepwater  
Horizon spill occurred in 2010 in the Gulf of Mexico.

But although Elastec/American Marine was a major player in the 
Gulf clean-up, and Hoven had a chance to chat with E/AM’s CEO, 
Donnie Wilson, while deployed in Louisiana, the opportunity to 
join forces had to wait for another year.

“I wasn’t too interested in Elastec/American Marine until I visited and 
saw the facilities,” Hoven said. “And then I thought, ‘There is really 
something going on here.’ I could see the difference and the advantages 
between E/AM’S products and the competitors’. I was very impressed! 
The attention to details, the almost family-like spirit of the employees, 
the fact that the founders are completely involved with developments  
as well as making sure everything actually works before shipped to 
clients is extremely important.” A deal was done, and Hoven agreed  
to join E/AM.

Accolades follow this friendly, straightforward father of two.

“He has the ability to quickly identify and assess complex situations 
while integrating multiple equipment requirements to convey in simplified  
terms to jobsite staff and attain the desired outcome…Mr. Hoven is an 
invaluable asset to any program,” said one satisfied customer.

And another said this: “Jan would be one man I would always choose 
to trust anywhere in the world, as he is truly a global citizen.”

Hoven may be reached at 618.384.2756 or jhoven@elastec.com. 

By Barry Cleveland

Jan Hoven
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New Business Development Manager,  
Jan Hoven, consults, trains, and services  
E/AM’s customers around the globe.

He’s never met a country he didn’t like.



Inc. Magazine Honors E/AM as One of  
America’s Fastest Growing Private Companies

Inc. magazine ranked Elastec & American Marine #1560 and #1027, respectively, on its 2011 Inc. 
500|5000 list, an exclusive register of America’s fastest growing private companies. This was the  
fourth year for Elastec to make the list and the first for American Marine. Elastec attained a three-
year sales growth of 176%, and American Marine’s growth was 296%. (Elastec and American 
Marine, brother and sister companies, officially merged in 2012.)

The list represents a comprehensive look at the most important segment of the economy— 
America’s independent entrepreneurs.

Kularatne Introduces  
MediBurn to Sri Lankan  
Microbiologists 

Jeff Bohleber, CFO of E/AM, received the Inc. 
500|5000 award at the Gaylord National Resort and 
Convention Center in National Harbor, Maryland.

Sampath Kularatne
PCL Solutions
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Elastec/American Marine MediBurn Dealer of  
the Year, Sampath Kularatne of PCL Solutions,  
presented “How to Manage Clinical Waste 
with MediBurn” at the Sri Lanka College of  
Microbiologists 20th Annual Scientific Sessions  
in September 2011. PCL Solutions was one 
of the sponsors of the conference, which was 
held at the Medical Research Institute in 
Sri Lanka. Microbiologists are responsible 
for controlling the spread of infections in 
Sri Lankan hospitals. Sampath’s MediBurn 
presentation focused on the incinerator’s 
advantages in the management of clinical 
waste disposal.

MediBurn’s Small Size is  
Attractive to Large Hospitals

Several MediBurn units are in use at 1000-bed,  
800-bed and 600-bed hospitals in Sri Lanka. 
The Sri Lankan Central Environmental 
Authority has approved MediBurn in urban 
areas because the residue and emissions are 
environmentally safe. MediBurn’s compact 
size is an advantage where there is limited 
space. Its portability is also convenient when 
hospitals expand. The unit can be moved to 
a different location in a matter of minutes. 

No pre-construction is required to prepare 
the site location. MediBurn can be installed 
quickly and operated immediately with  
minimal training.

Environmentally safe, compact, portable, and  
easy to operate, the diesel-fueled MediBurn  
is a sensible solution for the disposal of 
batch-load medical waste. Available in two 
sizes, the original MediBurn is capable of  
disposing up to 8 cubic feet (0.22 cubic meters)  
batch-loads of infectious and pathological 
waste with a burn rate of 18 to 20 kg per 

hour. MediBurn 30 offers 1/3 more capacity 
than the original MediBurn, disposing up  
to 10.5 cubic feet (0.30 cubic meters) of 
waste with a burn rate of 30 kg per hour. 
MediBurn incinerates everything from  
laboratory waste to animal remains with 
clean emissions.

For more information about E/AM’s  
innovative incineration systems, contact 
Jeremy Pretzsch at jpretzsch@elastec.com  
or Sampath Kularatne in Sri Lanka at  
sampath.kularatne@pclsolutions.lk.



Advanced Dealer Training

Dealers from 16 countries participated in a hands-on, advanced  
training conference at the Elastec/American Marine facilities in  
southern Illinois to gain more knowledge on the operation and  
maintenance of oil spill equipment and incineration systems.

CHINA MSA Delegates Visit E/AM

A ten member delegation from the Maritime Safety Administration 
(MSA) of the People’s Republic of China visited Elastec/American  
Marine recently as guests of Raymond Deng, E/AM’s representative  
in Beijing, China.

CHINA MSA is responsible for organizing and coordinating oil spill 
response missions, preventing pollution from ships, auditing pollution  
prevention equipment, and investigating pollution accidents along China’s  
coastline and rivers. Twenty regional MSA offices are strategically  
located around China’s coastline and rivers with a marine patrol force  
of 1,300 vessels and crafts of various types.

The MSA organization is equivalent to the United States Coast Guard.

E/AM Awards 2010

DEALER OF THE YEAR –  OIL SPILL EQUIPMENT 

EUROPE – CveS Proje Gel ve Yon LTD

SOUTH AMERICA – Alpina Ambiental

SOUTHEAST ASIA – Manipura Trading

MIDDLE EAST – JVM Marketing Pvt Ltd

NORTH AMERICA – Seacor Environmental Products

GULF REGION – Complete Environmental Products

CENTRAL/SOUTH AMERICA – Kolda International

ROOKIE DEALER OF THE YEAR – OIL SPILL EQUIPMENT 

Rock Bridge Corporation Ltd 

EUROPE – Oil Control Systems

DISTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR – TURBIDITY CURTAIN

DOMESTIC – Granite Environmental, Inc.

INTERNATIONAL – Nilex Civil Environmental Group

DEALER OF THE YEAR – SMARTASH

Spill Shield International

DEALER OF THE YEAR – DRUG TERMINATOR

Universal Products, Inc

DEALER OF THE YEAR – MEDIBURN

PCL Solutions Private Limited

IN RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 
$ONE MILLION PLUS CLUB

Alpina Ambiental

Raymond Deng, Elastec Beijing China
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Elastec/American Marine staff recently hosted CHINA MSA representatives at E/AM’s Carmi and 
Fairfield, Illinois facilities. CEO Donnie Wilson (center) gave several informational presentations 
on the operation of the pollution control equipment manufactured at E/AM. Jan Hoven (fourth 
from right), E/AM Business Development Manager, accompanied the group.

Each year the men and women who represent  
Elastec/American Marine  around the world work  
tirelessly, traveling and solving pollution control issues  
from oil spills to medical waste. E/AM is proud of  
their performance and presents awards in several  
categories to recognize their accomplishments.

Dealer News



www.elastec.com

1309 West Main
Carmi, IL 62821 USA
+1 (618) 382-2525
+1 (618) 382-3610 Fax
email: elastec@elastec.com

We have hovered under the radar for over 20 years, building a  

solid reputation as an innovative manufacturer of pollution control  

equipment, specializing in oil spill response systems. Our products  

are distributed in 145 countries, but Elastec/American Marine was not  

exactly a household name,  even in our hometown of Carmi, Illinois.  

Until April 20, 2010.

An offshore drilling rig exploded in the Gulf of Mexico and E/AM’s cleanup effort became front page 
news locally and even internationally. Our country’s federal first responders, the U.S. Coast Guard, 
requested our Hydro-Fire® Boom and American Fireboom systems to corral and burn the relentless 
streams of oil, and they proved to be the most successful fire boom deployed in the Gulf. Not only 
did our fire boom outperform all the rest, it was evident that our team had more in-situ experience 
and was asked to manage the controlled burns for BP America.

The real success behind the burns was people. Our rough and tough E/AM team, Shon Mosier, 
Charles Storey, Alex Smith, Don Johnson, Brian Orr, Salih Kilercioglu, and Jeff Cantrell, worked  
together with local shrimpers and fishermen. They fought the oil with flames and fervor, 24/7 for 
three long months.

A little over a year later, the same spirit and work ethic once again gave our company 
international exposure when Team Elastec/American Marine won the $1 million first 
place prize in the Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE with our patented 

grooved disc skimmer. In less than 90 days, welders, fabricators, engineers, and  
mechanics built a revolutionary high-volume, forward- advancing skimmer with an  

Oil Recovery Rate (ORR) of 4,670 gallons per minute and an 89.5% Oil Recovery  
Efficiency (ORE). “You blew the competition out of the water,” according  

to donor sponsor, Wendy Schmidt, exceeding the industry standard in a  
controlled environment by four times.

Being in the spotlight increased our exposure to the public, 
but the real stars are our people. Our employees care about 
doing a good job, making great products, and making sure 
our customers are taken care of. We are also grateful for 
the hard-working dealers who share our values and who 
believe in our mission to keep our world clean.


